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I. Introduction 
 

A. I’ve been using PowerPoint slides and CALI lessons in some of my classes for the 
past couple of years. 

 
B. By trial and error I’ve learned some lessons about what works and what doesn’t – 

at least for me. 
 
II. How Not to Use Powerpoint 
 

A. Let your teaching materials carry the heavy load. 
 

B. If you are presenting difficult material to folks who might not be as verbally skilled 
as you are, Powerpoint might be a useful tool to explore. 

 
C. In my opinion, this technology is best when it is not primarily textual.  

 
D. PowerPoint shouldn’t be a Teleprompter. 

 
III. Ways that I do use PowerPoint.... 
 

A. I have found three pedagogically sound ways that I am comfortable integrating this 
technology into my classroom: 

 
1. To get the text of statutes, restatement provisions or opinions up in a way 

that everyone is looking at the same language. 
 

2. To save time and make more legible drawings that I could do on the board 
using markers. 

 
3. To enliven the presentation by using pictures, sounds or movies. 

 
 



B. Text based applications.... 
 

1. All my courses have some kind of important text. 
 

2. I find it especially helpful in Secured Transactions to get the statute up on 
the screen so we are all reading from the same page. 

 
3. I can get the relevant statute up on the screen and use a laser pointer to 

indicate the text that we are focusing on. 
 

4. Sometimes I have a slide ready to highlight key language to drive the point 
home for the class. 

 
5. Using hyperlinks you can make some cross-referencing links that are quite 

handy. 
 

C. Drawings that you could have done on the board: 
 

1. General thoughts: 
 

a. It seems to speed up the class a bit. 
 

b. PowerPoint allows you to do things that you can’t do very well on 
the board. 

 
c. You can jazz things up a little. Some of my courses deal with dry 

stuff.  A special graphic or a little joke to lighten things up goes a 
long way. 

 
2. Timelines: 

 
a. Can animate these to unfold as the facts come out. 

 
b. Can have a back-up “what if scenario.” 

 
3. Illustrating the Problems or cases. 

 
 
 
 
 



4. Graphs: 
 

a. Allows you to get the graphs right and not worry about things lining 
up. 

 
b. Shading in various colors. 

 
c. Changing the graph, yet being able to return if necessary. 

 
d. Plus, you can always put another graph on the white board if you 

have to. 
 
 

5. Numbers: 
 

a. Putting up legible numbers and then changing them is a daunting 
chore. 

 
b. Not so with the presentation software. 

 
c. Might even be better to toggle to a spreadsheet or have a hyperlink. 

 
D. Livening up the presentations: 

 
1. Pictures: 

 
a. Just about every case has some visual aid that can help it come 

alive. 
 

b. Go on-line to get more images.  The free MS database is easy to 
search and contains lots of images in different styles, for free. 

 
c. These might add an emotional aspect to the presentation and help 

get the students connected to what you are trying to show them. 
 

d. You can animate these, too. 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Sounds: 
 

a. I’ve mostly used these for fun... 
 

b. Find them online, as the ones in the program are pretty lame. 
 

c. Admittedly, the sound effects should be used sparingly – don’t link 
them to bullet points.  That is really annoying. 

 
d. I could imagine that you might have some testimony or a famous 

recording that is pertinent to your class that should go in this way. 
 

3. Movies: 
 

a. Movies are also fun, but I’ve been more successful in working them 
into the class. 

 
b. In Contracts I use a set of materials at the beginning of the course to 

get the students thinking about legal reasoning. 
 

c. The “Rules for Monica” videos prepared by Charles Calleros at 
Arizona State.  This is a series of vignettes describing a mother and 
daughter’s interactions about how late the daughter may stay out on 
school nights. 

 
d. Some of the responses I want to elicit are predictable enough that I 

put them in a regular PPT slide, but when we get the “holding” of 
the Mom’s feedback I toggle to a WordPerfect screen and type in 
the responses.   

 
e. Actually, I have a pretty good idea of what some of the responses 

will be and I’ve got macros prepared and ready to go for those 
responses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
IV. Conclusion 
 

A. It’s by no means a godsend and there are times  when it’s just plain inappropriate, 
but in some applications, it helps the larger project. 

 
B. I put the slides up on my TWEN page for the students and they seem to appreciate 

that. 


